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voyage according to the Court's first directions, contained in their letter
of the 23rd December 1761, so as to be dispatched home by the llth of February
1764, the ship ought not to have been detained for a freight voyage, but in
all events should have been sent to England by the said time, as the charter-
o           *
party with the owners then expired.
115.    Instead  whereof,  upon the  Winchelsea's  arrival  at  Bengal from
Bombay, which was on the 7th March  1763, the President and Council let
her out to freight for twenty months from the  1st of April following, that
is to say, from that time to the 1st December 1764, but not to exceed the 30th
January 1765.   This was carrying her detention a year beyond the expiration
of the charterparty as beforernentioned.
116.    Upon the Winchelsea's arrival at Bombay in the said freight voyage
on the 18th October 1763, the President and Council there agreed with Captain
Howe to prolong the freighter's term from the said 30th January 1765 to the
30th April following.
117.    Upon her return to Bengal again which was on the 20th February
1764, on which day the President and Council received the Court's letter under
date of the 13th May 1763, recommending it to them to let Capt. Howe have
the preference of being employed another season, provided it coincided with
the Company's interest, upon this recommendation they took upon them to
agree with Captain Howe to prolong the freighter's time to the llth of February
1766 ; she was accordingly dispatched from Bengal on the freighter's account
about the 17th March 1764 for Bombay and Surat, but was unfortunately lost
in Bengal River the 20th of the same month.
118.    By the contracts between the Governor and Council and the freight-
ers, it was agreed that the latter should allow the Company after the rate of
five hundred pounds a month during her detention, to he paid when and where
the ship should be discharged ; reckoning thirty days to the month, the said
allowance is sixteen pounds thirteen shillings and four pence a day, whereas
the demorage the Company was by charterparty to allow the owners, was
twenty pounds three shillings and four pence a day.
119.    Upon the Winchelsetfs voyage from Bengal to Bombay, it appears
she called at Fort St. George where one thousand bales of the Company's
woollen goods were laden, for which the President and Council of Bombay
paid to Captain Howe for freight, the sum of eight thousand three hundred
and sixteen rupees ; they also advanced him on account of his owners the
sum of five thousand rupees.
120.    And considerable sums of money must have been paid according
to the custom of India, to the freighters of the Winchelsea, or to Captain Howe
on their account, by several persons who freighted goods on the said ship
under them.
121.    The observations which naturally occur to us, from the beforegoing
statement, are:
122.    That the  Winchelsea9s detention beyond the  llth February  1764,
was not warranted by our first orders, and the second orders to take them
in the most extensive sense, could admit of her detention no longer at the
utmost than to the llth February 1765 though the President and Council at
Fort William took upon them, as before observed, to prolong the freighters'